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DEPREDATIONS BY THE YUMAS. 

Declarations Taken in Relation to the Massacre of Dr. Lincoln 
and His Party on the Colorado River. — Deposition of 
William Carr. 

On this ninth day of May, in the year of Our Lord, Eighteen 
Hundred and Fifty, before me, Abel Stearns, first Alcalde of 
the District of Los Angeles, and Judge of the first instance in 
the criminal law, personally appeared William Carr, who being 
duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on the 23rd day of April 
in said year, being one of the company hereinafter named as 
owning the boats and other property connected with the ferry 
on the Colorado at the junction of said river and the Gila, he 
and Marcus L. Webster and Joseph A. Anderson, were engaged 
about midday in the woods within three hundred yards of the 
houses belonging to said company at said ferry, which said 
houses were within one hundred yards of the river and on the 
American side, within the jurisdiction of the state of California. 
Deponent and the persons above named were cutting poles, 
and while thus engaged, some fifteen or twenty Indians of the 
Yuma tribe came out, some of them saying that the captain, 
that is to say, John Glanton, had sent them to cut poles, and 
asking for a hatchet. As it was unusual, in fact, they had never 
before been thus employed, deponent determined to watch 
them; a hatchet was given to one of them, with which he com- 
menced cutting. Deponent observed that he was cutting very 
near the head of one of the said Americans, and, distrusting his 
intentions, drew a pistol, whereupon they ran away, circling 
round to get to the houses. Deponent and his said companions 
immediately determined to make for the houses, but before they 
got out of the woods heard a yell; they went on out of the 
bushes and instantly were fired upon by the Indians. Deponent 
thinks at least forty guns were fired. There being little chance 
for escape, deponent and the others commenced firing, running 
at the same time to gain the houses; from these they made for 
a Mexican camp, but were refused admittance; they then made 
for the river, the Indians retreating from the boat, which depon- 
ent and the others immediately entered. When deponent went 
to the woods as above stated, six men of the company had 
crossed to the other side with one of the boats, for the purpose 
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of bringing over the animals, etc., of the Sonoranians, many of 
whom were crossing at this time. The rest of the company, 
numbering five, remaining on the American side at the houses. 
Deponent, on approaching the shore, was well satisfied that the 
individuals last named were all killed, but thought the others 
who had crossed were safe, seeing them, as he supposed, in the 
boat; he called to thenn, but received no answer, though the 
boat was crossing then. In the meantime, the fight between 
the deponent's party and the Indians continued, during which 
they received many vollies from the Indians, both of arrows and 
balls, and from each side of the river, deponent receiving a 
wound with an arrow in his leg. Deponent's party pushed off 
with the boat, down the river, the Indians pursuing on foot and 
horseback; but after going thus about fourteen miles, deponent 
found they had outstripped the Indians, only one being able to 
keep up. He and his companions landed on the side of the 
river nearly opposite 'Algodones, abandoned the boat and took 
to the woods, and remained there till moonrise. Going down to 
the river they found the Indians had taken their boat and towed 
it up the river. Apprehensive that the Indians were still in the 
neighborhood, they returned to the woods and proceeded that 
night down the river some fourteen miles below Algodones, 
where they made a raft and crossed the river, this being the 
24th; unexpectedly, having taken up a creek, they came upon 
some twenty Indians who had evidently been watching them. 
On presenting a pistol at them, all ran for their animals, except 
a man and boy, who followed deponent's party, saying in Span- 
ish : "You had better get away, for we intend to kill you." 

These were repeatedly defied to come near, but they never 
could be got within pistol shot. Deponent turned and ran after 
them, when all the Indians fled, and were not seen again. At 
this time two of deponent's party each had five shots with their 
six-shooters, and one of the party only a single shot. That 
night the party went up the river and struck the main road with- 
in a mile of Algodones,s passing in the meantime several Indians' 
houses where they all were asleep, and could easily have been 
killed, but deponent's companions were unwilling to have it 
done; upon the ground of being without ammunition, though 
deponent desired it. Pursuing the main road, they reached the 
Mexican camp that was at the ferry when the Indian attack com- 
menced. They reached this camp at daylight of the 25th, not 
having eaten anything since dinner on the 23rd. Deponent 
alone had seen the dead body of Glanton at the house, which 
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they had attempted to reach as first above stated; he did not 
see any of the others, but the particulars of the affair were ex- 
plained by the Mexicans. As usual, that day the Indians had 
been playing about the establishment, some on one side of the 
river, some on the other, though on that day they seemed to 
have collected in a very large number; though, neither by their 
arms, or other circumstance, excited any suspicion. Glanton 
and Dr. A. L. Lincoln were asleep at the time of the attack. 
A Mexican woman who was at the time sewing in Lincoln's tent 
told deponent that the chief of the Yumas came in and hit the 
doctor on the head with a stone, whereupon he sprang to his 
feet, but was immediately killed with a club. Another woman 
relates the death of Glanton as occurring in the same manner. 
The three others were killed, the manner not known, and none 
had an opportunity of killing any of the Indians. Three of the 
tribe were killed in the fight with deponent's party. Deponent 
is well convinced that the men who had crossed the river were 
all killed, and the Mexicans say that the bodies of five of them 
were brought over to this side and burned, as also were the 
bodies of Dr. Lincoln, Glanton, and the others killed on shore. 
Dr. Lincoln's dog, and two other dogs, were tied to his body 
and that of Glanton and burnt alive with them. A large quan- 
tity of meat was thrown into the fire at the same time. The 
houses were also burnt down. The bodies of John A. Johnson, 
Wm. Prewett and John Dorsey were burnt up with the cook's 
house, which had been set fire to. One of the men in the boat 
was a negro; his name John Jackson; he made some resistance 
and in the scuffle was thrown overboard and drowned. It seems 
that the attack was made just as those who had crossed with the 
boat struck the shore, the Indians being in the habit of jumping 
in to help them. The Indians immediately dressed themselves 
in the clothes of the men, a circumstance that deceived depon- 
ent when he first reached the river as above stated, for he then 
supposed he saw the men on the other side and called to them 
to make haste over with the boat. The names of the five thus 
killed in the boat were Thomas Harlin, of Texas; Henderson 
Smith, of Missouri; John Gunn, of Missouri; Thomas Watson, 
of Philadelphia; James A. Miller, New Jersey; Dr. Lincoln was 
of St. Louis, Mo.; J|ohn J. Glanton, of San Antonio, Texas; 
John Jackson, of New York; Prewitt, of Texas, and Dorsey, of 
Missouri. Deponent knows that there were in the hands of Dr. 
Lincoln $50,000 in silver — but knows not the amount of gold; 
supposes it to be between $20,000 and $30,000; all this is of 
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the proceeds of the ferry during the time said company occupied 
it, to-wit, from' about the first of March last. The company 
also owns $6000 now deposited with Judge Hays, of San 
Diego, California, and also 22 mules and two horses and pro- 
visions, all at San Diego. No other persons were interested in 
said company but the above named persons (except Jackson 
and Miller), and another now in San Diego, to-wit, David 
Brown was also interested; the Mexicans say that the Indians 
declare that they are at war with the Americans, do not intend 
to suffer them at the ferry, and will kill all who come to their 
country; that they want to fight with the Americans. These 
Indians have since pursued two Americans who> are now in Los 
Angeles, some thirty miles, and previously robbing them of 
everything they had. 

Deponent, since he has been in Los Angeles, has heard 
some reports in reference to Glanton, or others of said company, 
robbing or otherwise mistreating Americans and Sonoraians. 
He has been with said company from' the beginning, and posi- 
tively and unequivocally denies the truth of such reports. As 
to the charges of ferriage, they were high, but the expenses of 
maintaining such a ferry, transportation of provisions from a 
great distance,) etc., amply justify the charges. There was one 
man killed, an Irishman named Callahan, who had once been 
in the employ of said company, but discharged for incompe- 
tency, and had worked a while with the Indians at their ferry; 
he soon returned, informing us that the Indians had robbed 
him of money and a pistol, which deponent afterwards saw in 
the possession of an Indian. Some days afterwards he was 
found dead, lying in the river near our ferry premises. His 
death could not be accounted for, though he seemed to have 
been shot. Dr. Lincoln had furnished him with supper the night 
before his death; he left in good humor, and went away, saying 
he was going to California. Deponent believes that he was 
killed by the Indians. 

As to the Indians, they always professed great friendship for 
the company, were continually about the premises, ate habitually 
in the houses, and were always treated with kindness personally. 
The boat of the Indians was set adrift, being at our ferry in the 
night; it was a boat of hides, the only one they had to ferry 
people across. It belonged to a Mexican, who consented to its 
being set adrift. We gave them a skiff to ferry with at the 
lower ferry, and never destroyed any of their property. The 
Mexicans say that the Yumas still have the boat Gen. Ander- 



56 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

son gave them', and also the two boats belonging to said com- 
pany. 

Deponent further states that he firmly believes that said 
Yumas intend to do harm to all Americans who may pass 
through their country; that many emigrants, including women 
and children, are now on the point of reaching the junction of 
the Gila and Colorado rivers, who in all probability will arrive 
in small parties, unapprized of danger, and unprepared to meet 
it, unless some immediate steps be taken by the public authori- 
ties with this view. Deponent has made affidavit substantially of 
the massacre on the Gila, before the Alcalde at San Diego, and 
applied to the commanding officer of the U. S. troops at that 
place for assistance, but none has been sent. There are forty 
U. S. soldiers, infantry, at said town of San Diego. 

WILLIAM CARR. 
ABEL STEARNS. 

We, the undersigned, two of the persons named in the fore- 
going statement of William Carr, have heard statement read, 
and fully concur in all the facts therein stated, believing the 
same to be true in all respects. 

JOSEPH A. ANDERSON. 
MARCUS L. WEBSTER. 
Signed before me. 
ABEL STEARNS, 

ist Alcalde de Los Angeles. 

Be it remembered that on the ninth day of May, A. D. 1850, 
before me, Abel Stearns, first Alcalde of Los Angeles, personally 
appeared the aforesaid William Carr, Joseph A. Anderson and 
Marcus L. Webster, whose declarations are above written, and 
subscribed and made oath to the same in manner and form as 
appears above. Given under my hand this 9th day of May, 
A. D. 1850. ABEL STEARNS. 



